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cachet. Most of the postal clerks followed these instruc- 
tions to the letter; but in a few cases the instructions 
were ignored, with the result that some covers reached 
the central bureau already cancelled. 

The postmaster in charge was much perturbed, but 
you cannot embarrass a French postmaster for long. This 
one had imagination. All the stamps that had been 
cancelled were demonetized on -he cover by handstamp- 
ing the word “ANNULE” over the undesirable cancella- 
tion. New stamps in the amount of the proper postage — 
10 francs — were added to the covers, at the expense of 
the authorities, and these stamps in turn were struck 
with the special cachet. And the postmaster, having done 
a good deed, spent a restful night. 

So far so good, but trouble was lurking. The plane, “Le 
Dragon @’Annam,.” was incapacitated in an accident, and 
the flight was postponed. The letters were returned to 
the senders, who were advised that the postul authorities 
stood ready to reimburse them in the amount of the 
prepaid postage. In some cases the envelope was 
discreetly steamed open to discover the address of a too 
bashful sender. A large rubber stamp was struck on the 
front of the cover in violet ink “RAID INTEROMPU PAR 
ACCIDENT ... Retour a l’envoyeur.” 

It seems that in most cases, the senders did not take 
advantage of the generous offer of the government as 
described above. 

The particular cover pictured earlier was mailed at 
Bordeaux and posted at the railroad station. The original 
stamps bear the cancellation applied in the postal car 
“Pyrennees a Paris 2,” a railroad marking. The additional 
10 francs was affixed on the back of the covers and bears 
the special cachet. It was said that less than 200 covers 
were thus altered, and as no special stamp was available 
all sorts of franking combinations were used. 


. . Cachets 


Continued from page 427 
specially designed Egyp- 
tian cat graphic cancel by a 
U.S.P.S. employee. Both 
the cachet and the cancel 
are designed by Nancy 
Ladd. The stamp used on 
the cover will be the 1992 
Love stamp. 

Covers will be available 
after April 26 for $2 each, 
plus a No. 10 SASE. ($1 of 
each cover will be donated 
for feline research). Write 
to: Nancy Ladd, Box 137, 
Jacksonville, IL 62651. 
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a. 


maroon, olive, and blue. 
Different colors will be in 
use for each day of the 
three day show. Interested 
collectors may order copies 
with the special exhibition 
postmark for $1.50 each or 
$4.00 for a set of three. 

To order, write to: MPS 
Cachet, Box 1980, Milwau- 
kee, WI 53201. Checks 
should be payable to 











With the theme “Christ- 


opher Columbus,”the 
MILCOPEX ’92 Stamp 
show will be featuring a 
souvenir envelope showing 
Columbus and his fleet and 
the New World Crops by 
MPS artist Klaus Birk- 
hain. The printing is in 
three colors, including hot 


gold stamping, gray, 


“Milwaukee Philatelic Soci- 
ety, Inc.” Please include an 
SASE. 








Say You 
Saw It In 
STAMPS! 














